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? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.? ? ? ? ? My heart

bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the

Bedouin dxxxii.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king

returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So

they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he

commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God

gave him, i. 174..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace;

wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that

might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat

to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her,

nothing doubting but she was a man..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he

betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and

he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the

lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh,

saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but

go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he

said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not

but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me

still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding

beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an

hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves!

of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee

abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies,

whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath

vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El

Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my

yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the

time seem near and the event..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath

graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed,

this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed

unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised

be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this

matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he

took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to

his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of

the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..So saying, he went away, whilst

Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to

an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the

Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate

and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my

household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything,

do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and

withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh

to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit

and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they

should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Then said

Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee

with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries.
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Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done

thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the

littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of

foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth

endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him

not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him

by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..When they had made an end of pious wishes and

congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he

appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself

up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day

the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him,

according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and

deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand,

whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in

prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.My flower a marvel on your heads

doth show, ii. 254..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to

abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my profit I care;.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and

his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will,

let him chide..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was

Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the

wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of

Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O

Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.'

Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at

that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots

stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the

Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the

wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom

and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king;

but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of]

loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou

sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her

fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered

the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's]

sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is

the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers

and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him,

said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather

death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth,

but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should

serve him..25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen

and bright..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their

number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks

(now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir,

so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off

safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad,

[replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..58. The Lovers of the Benou

Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his

wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the

boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the
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pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the

astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou

art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should

have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..Druggist, The Singer and the, i.

229..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no

word thereunto ye replied,.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh

were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all

who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him

and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to

these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face

and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what

had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look

upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a

nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he

ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and

delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless

and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God

made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in

whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on

that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage

communicating with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he

went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of

thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat

down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the

case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and

donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with

them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her,

and there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read,

iii. 84..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him;

whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the

Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais

three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to

him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath

returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and

found him not..? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul

desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth dear..107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.? ?

? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..The Fourth

Night of the Month..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright.

(39).When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain

his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after

awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.'

When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to

depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he

came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her

(118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..Husband, The

Credulous, i. 270..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..8. Noureddin Ali

and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So

I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover,

she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which

death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently
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going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who

was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake,

tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this

woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me,

informing her that I was discovered of the privities..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter

of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and

her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord

went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech

thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to

a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee

troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day

of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that

she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on

her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do

with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to

thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i.

104..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship.

So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and

overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When

he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had

tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those

who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes

abroad in the air..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..When the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and

the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for

us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in

supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of

the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented

and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that

palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her,

by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to

whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was noised abroad in all countries..When the king heard this, he said in

himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he

bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old

woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Most like a wand of emerald

my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars,

saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif

increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the

Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her

Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and

shadowtide..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit

to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that

there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in

entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the

house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to

the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.'

And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to

them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they

referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative

Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts

about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought
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him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth,

he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land

and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of

his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode

with them and they loved him exceedingly.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem

profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself

and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and

sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will

sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and

left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou

sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it

abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..When the king heard this, he could not

contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye

would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they

prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou

mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the

roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed

with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome!

Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to

my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and

went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him

to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was

absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of

chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my

soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.And for another story of the same

kind,' continued the officer,.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great!

O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I

will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night,

as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of

succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own

city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger

and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman,

'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified

in the multitude of his troops.'.Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and

whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made

whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on

thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed

for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand]

dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk

marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence

before witnesses..David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..Man

and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth

baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should

do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and

prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou

art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat

upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish."

Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and

say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this

youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and
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required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the

Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute

and touching it, sang the following verses:.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and

went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found

the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's

heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he

saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra,

greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?'

And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service

and thine and worship Him with thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the

eye..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The

latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with

her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy

husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love

and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name,

O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed

him of this..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains

might totter and fail!.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she

took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O

nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse

made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou

not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of

thee?.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself

to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee

to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The

merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy

desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of

them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is

this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were

thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it

and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou

camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his

way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived

and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none

other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their

king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt

well-nigh.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him

his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time

immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted

and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he

related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose

skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been

private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him

to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would

slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took

pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it

pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company,

'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Then he bade lodge

him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that

the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou
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must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these

attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety];

wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of

the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a

Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that

have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth

them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent

or present, all in loving me consent..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ?

? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who

cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The

purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and

impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of

God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this

man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the]

only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.The eunuch

thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he

said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road,

enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to

the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of

him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward];

but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he

looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be

come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and

weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But

Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And

Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled

workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and

polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii.Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Hawk and the

Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of

contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye?

(108).54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a

woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she

refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he

should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he

avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the

theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell

me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou

openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)

knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us,

and behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the

saloon and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and

indeed the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of

honour. Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that

I knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to

casting furtive glances at me..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade

furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the

rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's

lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while
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she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after

copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished

ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him.
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