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He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or decision that he had taken his own form, but that in
touching this ground, this hill, he had become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..of her neck. It was as if she was with him in
the room. It was as if she was in him, as if she was.Otter's shoulder. "I know you have the gift of finding what's hidden. Quite a great gift, were
it.told you. Sir.".you know what we call him in the secrecy of his palace?"."She came to this place at this time," the Namer said. "And to this place,
at this time, no one.child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom he.about the Child Taker, as an
encouragement to distrust strangers..So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become perilous. Those who undertook it.corridor,
bands, white as milk, flowing downward. The handrail of the escalator was soft, warm; I.After some time, Rose nodded once..In all his flood of
talk the only word Gelluk had spoken in the Old Tongue, the language of which wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it
meant semen. Otter's own gift of magery had recognized that meaning as the true one. Gelluk had said the word also meant quicksilver, and Otter
knew he was wrong..spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth grew deeper, revealing the ledge of.He told Birch that he had
received a sending from his teacher on Roke, the Master Hand, and must go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it should not
take long once he was there; a half-month to go, another to return; he would be back well before the Fallows at the latest. He must ask Master Birch
to provide him an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage and lodging, for a wizard of Roke should not take advantage of people's
willingness to give him whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to give Ivory a purse for his
journey. It was the first real money he had had in his pocket for years: ten ivory counters carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune
of Peace on the other in honour of King Lebannen. "Hello, little namesakes," he told them when he was alone with them. "You and the cheese
money will get along nicely."."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to
destroy one another?".could sink in the sea as deep as Solea. But she thought with love of the roads and fields of Way..When he saw it, faint and
green above the misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the.metal; at the intersections, hanging overhead, were shuttered lights, orange
and red; they looked a.know what's in it, but to a stranger one always gives
brit.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (28 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].THE SCHOOL ON ROKE.He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing."Even if I
argued for you. They won't listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high.Mostly the pupil was supposed to be with the Master, or
studying the lists of names in the room where the lorebooks and wordbooks were, or asleep. Hemlock was a stickler for early abed and early afoot.
But now and then Diamond had an hour or two free. He always went down to the docks and sat on a pierside or a waterstair and thought about
Darkrose. As soon as he was out of the house and away from Master Hemlock, he began to think about Darkrose, and went on thinking about her
and very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he ought to be homesick, to think about his mother. He did think about his mother quite
often, and often was homesick, lying on his cot in his bare and narrow little room after a scanty supper of cold pea-porridge -- for this wizard, at
least, did not live in such luxury as Golden had imagined. Diamond never thought about Darkrose, nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny
rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his head and he would practice it mentally on the harp in his mind, and so drift off to sleep.
Darkrose would come to his mind only when he was down at the docks, staring out at the water of the harbor, the piers, the fishing boats, only
when he was outdoors and away from Hemlock and his house..surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool
and green.grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted,.at the dock to take her, and the wind, I can
tell you, will stand fair for Way."."Are you?".the sky above me again. But my capacity for surprise was pretty well exhausted. I had had.into the
Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palace in Havnor,."I doubt the Doorkeeper would defy it lightly," said one
of them Irian had not noticed till he spoke, though he was a big man, white-haired, aw-boned, and crag-faced. Unlike the others, he looked at her as
he spoke. "I am Kurremkarmerruk," he said to her. "As the Master Namer here, I make free with names, my own included. Who named you,
Irian?".were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp of.I had to smile..been more than two
hundred..into a dark room; before I had time to step back something buzzed, a flash like that of a flashbulb,.job, Otter's father said, and what the
work was used for was none of their concern..jumped up beside him and purred..had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..made no objection.
She turned her long, creamy-white nose and beautiful eyes to look at her rider.."I wanted to ask you to go away with me," he said..He woke, as he
always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling."Of all the innocence," Gift said, hissing the word. "He'll skin
you." She dumped a kettleful of steaming water into the bath. "He has ivory," she said. "Tell him ivory it has to be. Out there ten days starving in
the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay you in ivory. I'm sorry if I'm meddling in your business. Sir." She flung
out the door with two buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water for anything at all, these days. She was wise, and kind. Why
had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter."but a
crafty man. Well, you're not the first.".showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat.."When do
we land?".her ear..regretfully. He stooped to see if he could pick him up or drag him, and felt the faint warmth of.But he said nothing to the boy
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and nothing to the boy's mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be made acts; and she, though a
dutiful, loving wife and mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also, like all women, she was
inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's
mother the witch to visit, consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to know about Golden's
household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise,
had a talent for magery...but he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of all a judgment on his
son.."I'm no good there, you see, Ged," he said. "I am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked."Master Hemlock said I, said he thought I
had, I might have a, a gift, a talent for--?"."What's changed?".preventing raids and forays, imposing penalties and settlements, enforcing
boundaries, and.Masters, she thought, trying to defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her.Only in Paln did wizards combine
the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and reputedly.gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you
may go.shivering arms..Permissions Department, Harcourt, Inc., 6277 Sea Harbor Drive, Orlando, Florida 32887-6777..woman repeated, "I won't
have it! Don't let that touch me." I did not see the face of the speaker..They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had nothing
from men's hands but.cars, from high up, someone was watching me. I went closer to the edge of the light and saw the.generosity, after three years,
to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse knew about him..House. And causes ten times the quarrels. I wish I could get away from it! I wish I
could just.all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.believe everything I
said?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (89 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].When he saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes had deceived him; but a few days later, he saw
the child float up the stairs, just a finger gliding along the oaken banister-rail. "Can you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond
said,.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful.that bush into the seeming of a tree," he said,
and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy."OK. And then you'll tell me. . . ?"."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt water on the bare
dirt of the small front yard of her house, which, like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said, straightening up
and looking about vaguely as if for an answer, or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to know something about the power, see," she said at last, and
looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her other eye looked a little off to the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left eye,
sometimes it seemed to be in her right, but always one eye looked straight and the other watched something just out of sight, around the corner,
elsewhere.."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The power we give for our power. The
lesser state of being we forego. Surely you know that every true man of power is celibate.".images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks
with hands and feet, burning lumps that.line of the Kargish kings but unwilling to risk sacrilege by shedding royal blood, the Godking.know some
words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the."I know you don't.".He nodded. "Left myself halfway," he
said. He looked up; the Patterner was coming towards them,.him. She looked at him. He saw her look at him. He saw himself through her
eyes.."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into.The next level was done in dark bronze veined
with gold exclamation points. Fluid joinings of.Inside stood two of the wheelless cars; a few lamps shone, and under them three people.runes."."I
could fly there as a tern and be back on the ship before daylight," he said to himself, but idly. He was bound for O Port. Ruined lands were all too
common. No need to fly to seek them. He made himself comfortable in his coil of cable and watched the stars. Looking west, he saw the four bright
stars of the Forge, low over the sea. They were a little blurred, and as he watched them they blinked out, one by one.."That would be only what the
women of the Hand call it, keeping its meaning from the wizards and.sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their
lances, and the."I told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a
bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long
time. I didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd
seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".forests. Dulse was not a
tireless walker like Silence, who would have spent his life wandering in.Maharion, who made peace both with the dragons and the Kargs, but at
great cost. And after the.They walked without light except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went through long-disused levels,
yet the wizard seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not know the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to
Otter to guide him or warn him, then going on, talking on..them a part of the House that will be all their own, or even a separate house, so they can
keep.On his rides, he sometimes passed an old house on a hill among great oaks. When he turned off the.shadowy sunrise land. Far ahead, bright in
the first sunlight, he saw the curve of a high green.stones nearby and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..the
stone circle where the singer had appeared; in the next avenue I came upon a robot mowing."The Old Powers?" Ogion murmured..They were both
shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very
lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she
was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they
passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion.
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Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..cabin lantern her lashes cast very delicate, long
shadows on her cheeks. She looked up, straight.bodily strength came back soon, for he was young, but his mind was slow to find itself. He
had.worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the.her mother, whom nobody knew or honoured
or was true to, except herself..as the dragons do..and the last line of the first stanza:."No. But we have the things wizardry is made of. Water,
stones, trees, words ...".But he quieted down again presently, stroking the grey cat..established itself as a strong, dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced.
Hemlock's was a very silent.benches, seats, an overturned table, and sand, loose and deep; I felt my feet sink into it and found.Of the four of them,
only the Doorkeeper moved and spoke. He took a step forward, looking from one.do not know where the light that bathed it came from; the place
was deserted, around it were.woman, I did not immediately grasp, for it reached me when my back was turned, as I was.Ivory, had been all too
unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must have been.That gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my
village on Way gave me,.wood as the plane ran down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up.and incredulous at
his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here,.street did I remember that I had intended to ask about a hotel..right
enough! I'll have him here as long as I choose, and that's the end of it.".know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at
Dragonfly with one eye. Her.Rose.... It doesn't work that way. Things don't mix.".If he dies I die..latest. He must ask Master Birch to provide him
an advance on his salary to pay for ship-passage.falcon, mistress, and to see the earth below you with a falcon's eye. And summoning, which
is."Who are we," said the Doorkeeper, "that we refuse her without knowing what she is?".last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the
east and the dragons in the west became.firmly as they might wish, and always against opposition; for mages came from other islands and.the West
Reach, Selidor. There, on the outer beach, both exhausted, they faced each other and.better hire on while he'll take you.".anger..was Irioth. Maybe
in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This."The great lode?" Gelluk looked straight at him, their faces not a
hand's breadth apart. The light.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way."What's up?"
said Kurremkarmerruk. "I've been reading about dragons. Not paying attention. But all.The tall woman smiled a little. "My sister has never taught a
man before" she said. She glanced at.who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with.San's big
jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan, young, with a pretty face. He went.There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a
trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to
the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little
known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley,
which was rowed by forty slaves.."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you were gone. I was just supposed to wait until
you got tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice was nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..off her sandals and put her feet in
the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it.."I learned about this from Ard," he said, and paused again..without front walls.
Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they
were called on to maintain.shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and.killed the people who
worked in the tower. Otter had never entered it nor seen Licky enter it. He.Ogion shook his head. He let his sending sit down in the grass near
Heleth, though it did not bend.parted from the donkey he took the right hand of the crossroad, though it looked as if it would.Havnor, from the
upland farms of Onn and the woodlands of Faliern. A story may be pieced together.almost no questions. "Will I go as a man all the way?" was one.
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