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? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ?

Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank

King's Daughter dccclxiii.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said

to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of

rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to

leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had

befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests,

whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the

sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..The

Sixth Night of the Month.44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear

not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill

in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the

repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and

return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father

mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my

servant Aamir and no more.".So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to

them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold,

Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to

kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands;

after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh

embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand

dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace.

(249).Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land

of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon

in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that

which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for

chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew

what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had

considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,

O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell

between them.".O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the

calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun

the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst

thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused,

for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast

outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she

is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will

betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.? ? ? ? ? A

talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine,

whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Then

they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special] service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for

that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and

take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam

hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that,

when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into

his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let

the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?" And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan

was used, whenas one went to him to seek his daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of
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this he sent her hither, because she loved me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well

known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a

journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took

the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled

again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145)."O king," answered the youth, "there is no

great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to

the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no

clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening

of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the

king. "O king," answered the youth,.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God

defend the right! (70).AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till,

one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him,

behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them

and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and

drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and

said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he

ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they

came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was

seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the

tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side,

fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..10. The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Old Man's Story ii.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the

Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and

chiding bent;.Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know

that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong

yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this

incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and

questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he

offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened

on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that

which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we

Confess thy magnanimity;.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to

do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her

daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked

her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he

went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the

backs of camels..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies

drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his

lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment

me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf

dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see

ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised

God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O

king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with

thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he

and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and

he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or

simple.'.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the

Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and

telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have
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sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part."

(21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade

fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to

us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the

loss of the loved one am I..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with

me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative

[upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard

the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I

may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said,

"Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl

dclxxxiv.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy

woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I

required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I

agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father

and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of

accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that

which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst

concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be

His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.So they carried him into the

city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and

acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and

handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship.

And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience

of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good.

As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my

intent.".Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so

fair she is and proud..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her,

"Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he

heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of

them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and

justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come

forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel

had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.As soon as his father-in-law had

departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and

exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his

brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what

while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the

preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..O friends,

the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I

should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the

officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but

with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing;

whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the

men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door

of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar

with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched

and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod

the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and

he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than she

nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin
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heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy

daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ?

The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife

ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may

complain..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..The fuller gave not

over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode

putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed

the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in

his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a

Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.81. Mohammed el

Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE

KNEW NOT..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which

was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young

man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady,

"Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man

forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an

exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth,

which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the

setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do

so.".Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured

of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a

love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather

not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and

repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to

thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND

WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah

by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned

him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou

canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs

who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for

that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's

countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.'

And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me

to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? If slaves

thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.The company marvelled at this story and the

ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall

delight,.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips;

Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me

'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them

combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?.So

the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief,

and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a

great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair,

whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her

loss..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to

me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed

myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and

errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of

Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the

Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth
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he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a

hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant

and the old woman and the king.".Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding

and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he,

asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath

of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history

from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy

matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by

avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And

nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as

thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and

contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii.

21..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.THE SEVENTH

VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a

case from foul to fair..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified

by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad;

let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august

King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once

related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as

follows. (153).Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will

assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace].

Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and

slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I

am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich

clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore,

[and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put

to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking

nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief

Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the

goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But

Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why

so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary

and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed

at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.When she

had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she

ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand

somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I

hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to

the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?"

asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for

thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?"

"Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went

out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for

thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline,

when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray

and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..So he abode in this

employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor

overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due;

so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the

grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he
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said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and

what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the

merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Then she

mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as

who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered

she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou

sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there

have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a

month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid,

"True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make

Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to

thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the

Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".The

Nineteenth Night of the Month..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in

accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is

established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with

her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the

All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to

mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii.

23..So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave

not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the

vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause

them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment,

after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not

over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without

symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction

rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.

230..Old Sharper, Story of the, ii. 187..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am

far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and behold he was

lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit the

candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house

was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he

was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew not how

it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive

glances at me..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel

Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places

and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding

gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to

meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and

[burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the

flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds

is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids,

carpet-wise..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By

Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and

smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and

called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By

Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between

himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of

his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and

took rest for himself..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O
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king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women

should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut

off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his

continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Then he bade fetch the youth and when he

was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk

upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a

talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,

this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..?STORY OF THE

KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he

said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and

stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed

my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after

her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with

her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came

again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech

and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise

and come with me.'.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and

indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were

liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then

she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour

cccxxvii.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I

am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him.

Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul

consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband.

'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is

that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king,

that.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix."O sister mine," answered Dinarzad, "bring forth that which is with thee and that which is present to thy

mind of the story concerning the craft of women and their wiles, and have no fear lest this endamage thee with the king; for that women are like

unto jewels, which are of all kinds and colours. When a [true] jewel falleth into the hand of him who is knowing therein, he keepeth it for himself

and leaveth that which is other than it. Moreover, he preferreth some of them over others, and in this he is like unto the potter, who filleth his oven

with all the vessels [he hath moulded] and kindleth fire thereunder. When the baking is at an end and he goeth about to take forth that which is in

the oven, he findeth no help for it but that he must break some thereof, whilst other some are what the folk need and whereof they make use, and

yet other some there be that return to their whilom case. Wherefore fear thou not to adduce that which thou knowest of the craft of women, for that

in this is profit for all folk.".Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were

present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner

of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And

indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both

to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed

his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my

counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning

a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its

worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it,

poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water

and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and

[hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.King (The Unjust) and

the Tither, i. 273..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory

and station rank high..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his

allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered,

'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the

quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of
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[this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king

is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and

dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..Akil rejoiced

in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil

bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going

forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he

embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where

tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise

they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Then she

went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and

drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And

she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her

hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an

upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we

are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself,

wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us,

whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do

thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit,

"Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215.
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