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? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).Thereupon the folk all cried

out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his

name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours

and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much

of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been

the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all

manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ?

Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.When this came to the

king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier,

smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and

married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was

used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled

under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own

house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine,

and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was

intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she,

"I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?"

"By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?"

She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Then

they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;'

and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he

went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade

seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.'

Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in

slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of

affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and

despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..The Second Night of the Month.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me,

i. 47.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..NOTE..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one

and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth

cclxxi.147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth

content, iii. 116..I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..So he left her and

slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him

of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold

her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and

bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and

the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and

I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me

away with rigour and despite..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars,

(97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and

Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested,

when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the

rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was

grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that

they had not found him..Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the

whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach

and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for

slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like

of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank,
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honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode

with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the

folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..There was

once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people

of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he

had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he

espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his

case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him,

'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am

a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall

thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof,

Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth

to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour]

to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils."

However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no

need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED

TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..Ibrahim and

his Son, Story of King, i. 138..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to

her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And

he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,

behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked

on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast

herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her

serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place.."There was once a merchant

named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore.

Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to

another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth

thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know

of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee

and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto

thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will

serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be

safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent,

well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..There was

once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and

slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he

addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to

prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God

answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her

travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the

sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was

perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Thereat Queen

Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of

earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she

took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and

sang the following verses:.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI

AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things

with thanks- giving repaid!.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ?

Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy cheer, to us communicate..There was once aforetime a
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certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and

perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the

intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat

on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Then came forward the

thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ?

? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot stay their flight..King Shehriyar

marvelled at these things and Shehrzad said to him, "Thou marvelledst at that which befell thee on the part of women; yet hath there befallen the

kings of the Chosroes before thee what was more grievous than that which befell thee, and indeed I have set forth unto thee that which betided

khalifs and kings and others than they with their women, but the exposition is long and hearkening groweth tedious, and in this [that I have already

told thee] is sufficiency for the man of understanding and admonishment for the wise.".Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew

it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,'

and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and

concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake

himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his

intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may

be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath

borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.?

? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..When the king heard his vizier's story, he

was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful

heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the

top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at

them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits

forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind

them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..? ? ? ? ? Midst

colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in

my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me;

so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded.

Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary,

may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my

goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves

to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of

thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her."

(213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou

hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy

qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The

thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening

and obedience.".The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he

gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired

to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with

him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and

she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..Some months after this, I met him

again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize yonder man." So they laid hands on me and

carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief turned to me and looking a long while in my face,

said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this

man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the

street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said

to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'.When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding

joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me,

'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most

High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us
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good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O

my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied

he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at

hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.? ? ? ? ? Now that the

clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).When King Shehriyar heard this story, he

came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in

wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes

and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine

ignorance.".God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..God

keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as the stainless sky,

unflecked with white;.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old

man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do

away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of

wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house,

and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto

this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou

wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a

dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).The merchant went out

and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he

acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she

said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one

of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their

butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth

one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by

men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the

middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the

captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman

and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of

its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took

shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My

house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn,

in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou

wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her

be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and

apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the

slave opened and took her in with him..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be

discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay

upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and

said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this

wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.'

The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..The folk took compassion on him and

gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but

told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked

and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King

Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them,

saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They

laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?'

Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O

youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a

brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik
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Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou

thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the

king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have

experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he

said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident

thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What

token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young

horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who

followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt

find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest

me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled

be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for

which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself

and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and

which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble

Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an

hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear

unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and

passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our

excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite

thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your

deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and

his, i. 215..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost

desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? For

death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to

exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening

and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.When the

youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and

tomorrow we will took into his affair.".33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our desire; indeed Thy

love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.When the king heard this from the youth,

his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i.

174..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Unlucky Merchant, The, i

73..A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said

to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and

deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk

happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me

and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me,

nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without

acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a

long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma

dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? On the dear nights of union, in you was our joy, But afflicted were we since ye bade us adieu..One day he went forth to the chase

and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a

musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted

her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily

sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By

the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my

service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine

account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of

them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like

of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
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Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted,

for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to

her palace..100. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcclvi.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he

was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk

upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a

talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed,

this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of thy prate.".Now he had with him nought wherewithal he might cover himself; so he

wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins came and finding him sitting in that case,

said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your protection from a company of folk who

seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought

him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon him signs of gentle breeding, said to him,

"O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity." "Hearkening and obedience," answered

Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service in the mosque], celebrating the praises

of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and cleaning out the place..? ? ? ? ? h. The

Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv
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