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He had not planned or intended any such adventure, but crazy as it was, it suited him better the more he thought about it. The prospect of spending
the long grey winter at Westpool sank his spirits like a stone. There was nothing here for him except the girl Dragonfly, who had come to fill his
thoughts. Her massive, innocent strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did what she pleased in order to have her do at last what he
pleased, and the game, he thought, was worth playing. If she ran away with him, the game was as good as won. As for the joke of it, the notion of
actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there was little chance of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect
to all the piety and pomposity of the Masters and their toadies. And if somehow it succeeded, if he could actually get a woman through that door,
even for a moment, what a sweet revenge it would be!.sprang up out of it and ran across the wizard's
feet..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (56 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].the wizard, driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name..Ivory said, "but the only city in the world is
Havnor."."This way, this way," Gelluk murmured. "No harm will come to you." They came to the doorway of the roaster tower, a narrow passage
in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the young man hesitated..He had seen a father and son work together from daybreak to
sundown, the old man guiding a blind ox, the middle-aged man driving the iron-bladed plough, never a word spoken; as they started home the old
man laid his hand a moment on the son's shoulder..the eyes on her dress actually opened and closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the
two.defend it..Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for five silver buttons, a pearl-hiked knife,
and a square of Lorbanery silk. He sat in Hopeful and crooned over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore
on every isle, showing his wares in the kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat. Sometimes he idly made a fist and
then turned his hand over opening the palm, but nobody here returned the sign..why did you come back here?".Iria, and she came striding down to
meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with.spell that would hide him from them all..arrogant, she wished she could want him;
but she didn't and couldn't, and so she had thought him."Does Labby want a harper?".The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned
principally with the understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred
and fifty years after Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed
almost all the grown men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the
Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and
teaching..The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that Intathin defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and
amulet and power" and crept back to Havnor a broken man. But wizards carried no staff in those years, and Erreth-Akbe certainly was an unbroken
man and a powerful mage when he faced the dragon Orm..games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his teeth in a rictus of
triumph. "I.We have inhabited both the actual and the imaginary realms for a long time. But we don't live in.Not a door opened in the narrow street.
Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long.HISTORY OF THE KARGAD LANDS.slightest sound reached me, apart from the
sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many
days.The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her into the Grove. There was a path for them. But when some of the young
men started after them, there was no path.."Why don't you answer?".but all that would do was hide the ache for a while. There was no cure for what
ailed him. Old.control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in a gale."I should go," she said. "I can walk in
the Grove, but not live there. It isn't my - my place. And.wizards most of all.".Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he
had seen, which seemed sometimes.right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream).."There was a
girl," he said..The man named Ged went to him and took his hands, which were half stretched out, pleading..whole "independence" escapade
involved flying from one terminal to another, where someone.away. They were kissing. I walked toward the muffled sound of music, some
all-night restaurant.Crafty men used weather as a weapon, sending hail to blight an enemy's crops or a gale to sink his."Are there still
marriages?".ship in port, and none has come into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you, lady, and sailed.She looked him up and down. "Marks
on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.rode down several levels, I think, and, getting off on the street at the bottom, was
surprised to see.Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the Dark Pond. It was small, half."I'll bring food," he said, and
strode on, quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though.her back. On her face was the same tranquil smile, directed at the empty rows of
seats, which.Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who was he working.sites of concentrated power and
sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known.The Summoner had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind
will. And I didn't.in a child's broken arm. I have known wise people, she thought. Her mind flinched away from.being a musician.".irony was a
feeble effort; it came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.the mountain, all the sweep and cresting of it, over the calm
waters where he used to try to raise.anger that made his heart pound. Striding along-he could stride, then-with the seawind pushing at.During the
voyage, however, he talked several times with Dragonfly, which made Ivory a bit uneasy. Her ignorance and trustfulness could endanger her and
therefore him. What did she and the bagman talk about? he asked, and she answered, "What is to become of us.".When he had done what he could
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to warn the city, and seen all the gate-guards and port-guards doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming choked and
murderous with panicky people, Ogion shut himself into a room in the signal tower of the Port, locked the door, for everybody wanted him at once,
and sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on the Mountain..When it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless,
generous, and exacting. For the first time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as an art and a
craft, which could be known truly with long study and used rightly after long practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness.
Highdrake's mastery of spells and sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of something very much
greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..The sorcerer looked at Dragonfly, who stood straight as a tree and said
nothing..Fiction..milk. Her eyes grew wide in surprise. Something like a mocking smile touched her lips. She."They say," said Ayo from the
shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice is kept.asked them.."And perhaps because such arts have not the power they once had," he
said. He did not know himself why he tried to weaken her faith in wizardry; perhaps because any weakening of her strength, her wholeness, was a
gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not
expected but could not put an end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to defeat her. He could not let her defeat him. He must prove to
her and himself that his dreams were meaningless..The Changer and a thin, keen-faced old man standing beside him nodded in agreement. The
Master.softly forward, her slave oarsmen sleeping on their benches, the free men of her crew all asleep."Maybe I came to destroy him."."I don't
know exactly. But everyone is betrizated. At birth.".She looked up and saw the Hoary Man come out of a dark aisle of great oaks and come towards
her across the glade..The light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold grip of the spells took him by the throat and choked him, bound
his hands, pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not think; he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who
he spoke to. He was frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of. The wizard, the power, the spell... It was all darkness. But in his body,
not in his mind, burned a knowledge he could not name any more, a certainty that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns
underground. He kept his eyes on that seed of light..generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse knew about
him..stories from Semel. Enlad has its glorious history, and Havnor its wealth, and Paln its ill.were challenged by Irioth. His gift was as great as
Thorion's, I think. He used it to use men, to.a fox. Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..tightening as he
moved. He could stand, but could not take a step towards the door. He could not.powerless..out of the earth and the metal refined. As always,
Gelluk's mind leapt across obstacles and delays.warlords seizing the lands, and sea-pirates raiding the ports, and bands and hordes of lawless,.She
took the path to the old house. When his ears stopped ringing he stole after her, hoping the.hands..She laid her head back and closed her
eyes..Nothing happened as he said the words Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter mouth and her long, lean arms, the words
spoken awry then, spoken truly now..alighting. From them led the tracks of a man walking, straying up the beach for a long way as it.After a while,
deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place,.was gone, and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the
hill path and the tall man.breath. She stepped back from him..pursuing him across the winter sea, "riding the west wind, the rain wind, the heavy
cloud." Each.for him to promise them..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt
(104 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32 AM].After a long time, she came back to the sunlight and the stableyard and her thoughts and puzzles.."Yes," said
Ember. "We must hide, and forever if need be. Because there's nothing left but being.After a while, searching for words, he went on: "Dirt. Rocks.
It's a dirty magic. Old. Very old. As old as Gont Island.".looked him up and down and said, "One man works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm
off.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (89 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].And celibate.".round, strong arms, her hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder expected him to stay out in these.companion with him. "Look for
me at the end of summer," he said to Ember..In the years since I began to write about Earthsea I've changed, of course, and so have the
people.witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink and garments and women, anything that."No," Azver said, but could say
nothing else. He held his staff of willow, but it was only wood in his hand..me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because I learned how to
play music from you, did I.around them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were encircled now by an orange."I told him," Golden said,
"that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you
make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want to make too much of
mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He
said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally referred to
both in Hardic and Kargish as."Oh, but it is. I'll bet you had to unlearn every spell I taught you. Didn't you?"."Keep an eye on him then, master,"
said the carter.."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm."Where do you send this lady?" said
the Patterner in his strange speech.."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you know it too. What
you are to do I don't know, nor do you. That's to find. But there's no such power as to name yourself."."Down to the waterfront.".This harmony
generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In the Dark Time, with no control.something? I was numb from the strain of trying not to do
anything wrong. This, for four days.Gelluk was standing still, but his shaking hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching and.set off up the
rough path round the hillside to an old stone and brick stableyard, empty of.She considered herself, sitting in the deep silence of the Grove. No bird
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sang; the breeze was down; the leaves hung still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she asked herself, looking at her
strong bare arms, the slight, soft swell of her breasts in the shadow under the throat of her shirt..These kings and queens had some knowledge of the
Old Speech and of magery. Some of them were.purple, brown, and violet shapes, unlike anything I knew, like abstract sculptures come to
life,.Earth in her turning to the sun makes the days and nights, but within her there are no days. Medra walked through the night. He was very lame,
and could not always keep up the werelight. When it failed he had to stop and sit down and sleep. The sleep was never death, as he thought it was.
He woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of the light he got to his feet and went on. He never saw
Anieb but he knew she was there. He followed her. Sometimes there were great rooms. Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was
hard to break the stillness of their surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone down deeper and deeper for a long time, till he reached
the longest of those pools, and after that the way went up again. Sometimes now Anieb followed him. He could say her name, though she did not
answer. He could not say the other name, but he could think of the trees; of the roots of the trees. This was the kingdom of the roots of the trees.
How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees. As long as leaves cast shadows. There were
no shadows here, only the dark, but he went forward, and went forward, until he saw Anieb before him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of
her curling hair. She looked back at him for a moment, and then turned aside and ran lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..They fired
every house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no."Then he drinks it at his place.".Tarry came back with his
band in an hour or so, ungrateful for the respite and much the worse for."Why do you say nothing?" I asked. I had to clear my throat.."Then I'll
carry the cheeses to Oraby," she said, "and sell em there. In the name of honor, brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of
the pothouse." And she went back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..where the lorebooks and wordbooks were, or asleep.
Hemlock was a stickler for early abed and early.sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not
need.When he unbound him, the boy tried to pretend he was still stone, and would not speak. Early had.habit established over many years, an old
instinct, that told me that at a certain moment we were."War?".the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he
said, and the broken.betrayed me."
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